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question of origin, but of past history, that determines validity; and in 
the claim that the intellect is not wholly practical and that logical con- 
sistency in thinking is its final criterion of ultimate truth, rather than 
that the intellect is practical throughout and that, thus, the truths of 
metaphysics are just as practical as the rules of conduct and methods of 
science; and in the other elements of intellectualism, for which the aim 
of philosophy is to understand rather than to transform experience. 

Professor Taylor's doctrine of the absolute is rejected in its entirety 
by Mr. Schiller, who criticizes its derivation as perfunctory, and as de- 
pending really on the ontological argument, the validity of which is 
assumed rather than proven. For Professor Taylor the absolute is out 
of time and space, and so can not evolve. Our experience is, thus, only 
contradictory appearance, a position which is carried to its logical con- 
clusion in the denial of the reality of evil, and from which we are not 
saved by the Bradleian doctrine of degrees of reality. Mr. Schiller 
criticizes the ontological argument and claims that Professor Taylor's 
absolute reduces to a mere postulate, which does not even stand the 
pragmatist test of usefulness. The only absolute that would be of use 
in explaining the facts of experience is one that is plastic, not rigid and 
unchangeable. But the demand for apriority which is characteristic of 
all rationalism precludes this alternative. Mr. Schiller concludes: "It 
would seem, then, that regarded as a postulate the absolute is a bad one 
because it does not work, nor secure us what we wanted: regarded as an 
axiom it stands — and falls — with the ontological fallacy." 

The main contention of the article, that Professor Taylor's meta- 
physical position is incompatible with humanism, may be granted with- 
out accepting the conclusion, implied in the discussion, that empiricism, 
expressed either as humanism or pragmatism, is the only alternative to 
the metaphysical doctrine of an immutable substance. 

William L. Eaub. 
Knox College. 

Die Pseudomotorische FunMion der Hirnrinde. Dr. Richard Stern. 

Leipzig: F. Deutiche. 1905. Pp.27. 

The author proposes the extraordinary hypothesis that all nervous 
impulses are centripetal. At all times the muscles are generating some 
kind of energy, which tends to flow from the periphery to the motor 
ganglia. These, however, can spontaneously assume various states of 
conductivity, that is, of increased or decreased resistance. If this is high, 
little energy is thus drafted away from the muscle and the latter relaxes ; 
but if the resistance is low, much energy is conducted away from the 
muscle and the latter contracts. Somewhat similarly the cerebral cells 
that mediate consciousness spontaneously vary their resistance. But 
here when the resistance is high the incoming energy is transformed into 
conscious energy, as in a highly resisting wire electricity is transformed 
into heat. Many facts speak for the varying resistance of cerebral 
nervous paths, and among these, notably, that the same bodily activities 
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(presumably, therefore, involving the same nervous paths) can be per- 
formed either consciously or unconsciously. Such are most of our semi- 
automatic movements, like walking. For persons of orthodox physiolog- 
ical opinions this last is the main point of interest in the paper. 

E. B. Holt. 
Harvard University. 
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